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International Students in US 

Open Doors 2015 

The Institute of International Education released Fast Facts from Open Doors 20151 in 
Washington DC on 16 November 2015. The number of international students at US universities 
and colleges is nearly one million.  
 
Demand, much of it from China and India, drove a 10% increase to 974,926 in the number of 
international students in US in 2014/15. The number of commencements, a leading indicator, 
grew 8.8%. With domestic enrolments falling, international students now make up 4.8% of all 
students in higher education in US, from 4.2% in 2013/14 and 3.9% in 2012/13.  

India, China and Brazil account for most of the growth in international students on U.S. 
campuses. While China remains the top country of origin of international students in the 
U.S., increasing by 11% to 304,040, India’s growth outpaced China’s this year, with 
students from India increasing by 29.4% to a record high of 132,888. This is the highest rate 
of growth for Indian students in the history of the Open Doors project, which spans back to 
1954/55. The last time India grew at a comparable rate (29.1) was in 2000/01 when the 
number of students from India exceeded 50,000 for the first time. In 2014/15, China and 
India together accounted for 67% of the increase in international students, and they now 
constitute nearly 45% percent of the total number of international students in U.S. higher 
education.  

Chart 1 International Student Trends: US shows the trends in numbers over 50 years, 
including to the figure 974,926 in 2014/15. 
 

Chart 1 
International Student Trends: US 

 
 
Across all source countries, numbers of undergraduate students grew 7.6% in a year, numbers 
of postgraduates grew 9.8% and numbers in non-degree programs grew 17.8%. 
 
Students from China now make up 31.2% of all international enrolments, students from India 
make up 13.6%.  

                                                
1 http://www.iie.org/Research-and-Publications/Open-Doors downloaded 16 November 2015 
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Numbers from 16 countries in the top 25 were up, from 6 countries were down, from 3 
countries were flat, as in Table 1 US: Leading Places of Origin from Fast Facts.  

Table 1 
US: Leading Places of Origin 

 

 

Study Abroad 

The Open Doors release also included data on US students studying abroad, in 2013/14. Open 
Doors reported that 304,467 U.S. students studied abroad for academic credit in 2013/14, an 
increase of 5.2% over the previous year, as in Chart 2 US Study Abroad Trends. (In addition, 
22,181 US students participated in non-credit work, internships and volunteering abroad.) 
 

Chart 2  
US Study Abroad Trends 
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Australia as a destination, overtaken by Ireland, dropped another place from eighth to be the 
ninth most popular destination for US study abroad students, with numbers flat (up 0.6% from 
2012/13 to 2013/14), as in Table 2 US Study Abroad: Leading Destinations.  
 

Table 2  
US Study Abroad: Leading Destinations 

 
 

Open Doors reported that numbers equivalent to 14.8% of completing US domestic 
undergraduates pursuing bachelor degrees (one in seven) undertook study abroad in 2013/14, 
from 14.3% a year earlier.  
 
From Australia in 2014, the number of international study experiences undertaken by Australian 
undergraduate students was equivalent to 16.5% of domestic undergraduate completions in 
2014 (one in six), from 14.8% a year earlier.  
 


